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For current news from the EPA make sure you visit the EPA web site regularly 
www.englishpetanque.org.uk 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pictured above Vanessa Webb, Bronze Medal Winner 

at the Ladies World Shooting Championship 2006. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo courtesy of Mike Pegg 
 

See page 14 for the full story. 
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WHAT’S IN  
THIS ISSUE? 

 

EPA News – Pages 2 & 3 
 

EPA Competitions – Pages 4 & 5 
 

Inter Regionals – Pages 6 - 8 
 

Round the Regions – Pages 9 - 11 
 

World News - Pages 12-15 
 

Plus much more…. 
 

TEAM STRIP 
 

The question of team strip was the most time consuming 
problem that umpires had to face at Brean Sands this year. 
The vast majority of players are very happy to wear team 
strip as specified in the rules. A very small minority seem to 
think that the rules are there only to be applied to other 
people because whenever any of the umpires approached 
individuals about their lack of or incorrect team strip they 
would immediately look around and try to point out other 
players that in their opinion were also not in team strip. 
 
The players in dispute with umpires generally waste the 
umpire’s time and their own. I know that I tried never to 
speak to anyone playing during an end and usually asked 
players or their team managers to get players to comply 
with team strip at the end of a game. On one occasion when 
asked to measure a point I did take a player to one side and 
asked him to change into team strip at the end of that game. 
I had already asked his team manager on the previous day 
to get him to wear team strip. One of his regional team-
mates then chased after me and harangued me because I had 
spoken to him at a “crucial” stage in the game! I had no 
idea what the score was when I spoke to the individual but 
if he had been wearing team strip then I would not had to 
speak to him at all! 
 
All these incidents detract from the smooth running of an 
event. Competition rules are there so that everyone knows 
what is expected of them. If the EPA can guarantee clean 
smart teams then we can try very hard to gain more media 
coverage and hopefully that will lead to some sponsorship. 
However sponsors are not going to want to be associated 
with pétanque players wearing scruffy jeans in and a variety 
of shirts. 
 
In an ideal world all teams would appear in matching tops, 
bottoms, warm clothing and waterproofs. Some teams do 
make the effort and dress very smartly. They look good and 
invariably play well not just because they look good but 
dressing alike makes them appear as a TEAM not a 
disparate group of individuals. 
 

John Thatcher 
EPA National Umpire 

HONOURED  
 

Tiny Neville (Southern Counties) and 
Mike Pegg (West Midlands) were both 
honoured with Life Membership of the 
EPA thanks to their outstanding 
contributions to the sport over the years. 
The presentation of their Life Membership cards and 
certificates followed the Inter Regional championships  
 
A third nomination was also accepted for life 
membership at the EPA AGM. Unfortunately the 
individual could not be present so the presentation will 
be made at their Regional AGM later in the year. 
 

Junior Weekend  
of Excellence 

 

This year’s Junior Weekend of Excellence has been 
arranged for the weekend of November 18th and 
19th.  All regions/associations have been invited to 
send two juniors to this very worthwhile event. The 
application form for the weekend is available for 
download from the EPA web site.  
 

Caption Competition 
 

Sadly we didn’t get any entries to our caption competition 
However I’ve decided to persist and give it one more go. 
Can you come up with a funny caption to the picture 

below? We’ll give £20 of PETANQUE 
PROMOTIONS Ltd vouchers (courtesy of 
Pétanque Promotions) to the sender of the wittiest 
caption (in the view of the Editor). Send your caption/s 
to the editor at the address on the back page. The 
winner will be announced in the next issue. 
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EPA AGM 
 
The Annual General Meeting of the EPA was held at 
the Luton Regional Sports Centre on Saturday, 14th 
October. Just 47 of our 2,783 members attended. 
 
Election of Officers: 
 
The following posts were up for election:  
Vice President, Treasurer, Membership Secretary, 1 x 
League Representative and 3 x County/Region 
Representatives along with the new post of Director 
of Promotions. Plus the annual election of the 12 EPA 
Delegates to the BPF. 
  
The sitting officers of National Treasurer (Mick 
Bourton) and Membership Secretary (Corinne 
Cooter) were both re-elected unopposed. Likewise 
the vacancies for League and Regional 
Representatives were also elected unopposed as 
Martin Eggleton (League), Lynne Ciano, Dave 
Ciano and Richard Baker (all Regional) filled these 
vacancies. Following an amendment to the 
constitution John Roberts was also elected Director 
of Promotions. 
 
In a change of fortunes the nominations for the posts 
of EPA Delegates to the BPF were actually over 
subscribed this year so after a vote the follow were 
elected as your representatives: Angie Jamieson, 
Corinne Cooter, David Baxter, Dudley Lewin, 
John Thatcher, Jonathon Sewell, Kath Knight, 
Lee Jamieson, Lynne Ciano, Martin Eggleton, 
Matt Eversden and Toni Gates. 
 
Proposals to BPF: 
 
A number of proposals to the BPF Congress were 
fully debated and voted on. The first proposal to 
amend article 8.0.d (regarding the president of the 
BPF not being a president of a member association) 
was withdrawn. The other proposals to the BPF were 
all supported by the AGM with some amendments to 
the texts.  
 
The most notable of these changes being to the 
International Qualifying series in that after the first 2 
GPs a top 8 will be held at a suitable indoor venue, if 
possible, to decide the 3 teams for the North Sea 
Tournament.  
 
Another amendment was to remove the place in the 
Last 32 reserved for a junior Great Britain select 
team, so that 31 teams will qualify from the GP series 
along with 1 team from Scotland. 
 
The proposals and amendments will now go before 
BPF Congress for approval. 
  

EPA Proposals: 
 
After a long debate the meeting voted to increase the 
EPA adult membership fee by £2 to £12. This should 
cover any likely rise in the BPF portion of the fee. 
Junior, club and league affiliation fees remain 
unaltered.  
 
Please note that this rise only covers the EPA/BPF 
portion of the adult membership fees. Individual 
County/Regional Associations are still to set their own 
portion (regional precept) of the fee. 
  
An amended proposal from the Queens Head 
(Chiltern) was accepted to introduce extended 
membership for new members joining in the later half 
of the year. Therefore new members joining between 
1st September and 31st December 2007 will need to 
pay £18 + the regional precept but their membership 
will be extended to 29th February 2009.  
 
A number of constitutional amendments were 
proposed by the EPA Management Committee. With 
a couple of minor amendments these were adopted in 
full. A revised copy of the EPA Constitution will be 
available from the EPA web site. 
 
Appointment of Auditor and Arbitrators: 
 
P.D.Lumley-Holmes CPFA was retaining as the 
Associations auditor. 
 
The current EPA Arbitrators (Fred Stirland, Ged 
Barton, Peter Howarth, Dudly Lewin, Lee 
Jamieson and Jill Ringer) were all retained and 
Dennis Johns was elected to join them. 
 

PÉTANQUE RULES, OK! 
 
At this year’s World Congress the changes to the 
official rules of pétanque proposed by the 
International Umpires Commission were discussed 
and after making 2 modifications Congress voted in 
favour of their adoption. 
  
Since that meeting the Commission of which I am a 
member, have been working on the final version of 
the new rules and will be publishing them very soon. 
  
Once the translation to English has been completed 
the new rules will be published on the internet and 
before the start of the 2007 playing season a new rule 
book will be issued.” 
  
Mike PeggMike PeggMike PeggMike Pegg  
National President (EPA) 
International Umpire (FIPJP) 
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EPA JUNIOR TITLES 
WEEKEND 

 

Twenty-four juniors travelled to Ventnor on the Isle 
of Wight for the EPA Junior Doubles 
competition on Saturday 23rd September. The teams 
made up three leagues of four with the top eight 
progressing through to the afternoon knockout stages. 
 
Ben Corp and Neil Floyd (Southern Counties) played 
very well and won all the group games to finish top in 
their league but they were outclassed by the 
experienced pairing of Robert Cooter & Philip Jarrett 
(Kent) in the quarter finals.  
 
Stuart Floyd and Helen Manley (Southern) also won 
all their group games and progressed through to the 
semi’s at the expense of Michael Thorne and Michael 
Dunne (Isle of Wight) in their quarter final clash. 
 
Charles Fribbens and Alex Bruce (Kent) were the 
other league winners but they went out in a very close 
quarter final game to Heather Stockbridge and David 
Farrant from the Isle of Wight.  
 
The final quarter final was between the two favourites  
Jennifer Cooter and Clare Brooks (West Midlands 
/Kent) against BPF Junior champion Graham Galton 
who teamed up with Tim McConnon from Eastern 
Counties. A skilful encounter ended with Graham & 
Tim progressing through to the semi-finals. 
 
The first semi was over quite quickly as Robert and 
Phillip took revenge over Heather and David for the 
defeat of their squad mates in the previous round. 
Meanwhile in the other semi Stuart and Helen were 
eventually overcome by Graham and Tim after a long 
encounter.  
 
After an agonising wait for the other half of the draw 
to catch up Philip and Robert took on Graham and 
Tim in the final but they never really got into the 
game and so Graham Galton and Tim McConnon 
(pictured below) won the first ever EPA Junior 
Doubles title. 
 

 

The following day most of the competitors, along with 
some fresh faces, reassembled for the EPA Junior 
Triples competition. Ten teams registered. However 
what the event lacked in quantity it more than made 
up for in quality with some exceptional play from the 
youngsters. 
 
The format was a five round snake with the top two 
playing off in the final. Finishing top with five wins 
and a very impressive points difference of +41 were 
the Kent team of Charles Fribbens, Robert Cooter, 
Philip Jarrett and Alex Bruce. Next best with 4 wins 
were the Southern Counties team of Stuart Floyd, 
Helen Manley and Charlotte Dennis.  
 
After being fannied earlier in the competition by the 
Kent lads the Southern trio put on a better 
performance in the final but it was all to no avail as 
Kent ran out winners 13-6 to be crowned English 
Junior Champions.  
 
Tim McConnon, Graham Galton and Shane King 
(Eastern/Southern) were placed third with Clare 
Brooks, Jennifer Cooter and Samantha Littley (West 
Mids/Kent) fourth. 
 

 
Pictured above EPA Junior Triples finalists. Rear - Phillip 
Jarrett, Charles Fribbens, Robert Cooter & Alex Bruce 
(Kent). Front - Stuart Floyd, Helen Manley and Charlotte 
Dennis (Southern Counties). 
 

DIDN’T WE HAVE A LOVELY TIME 
THE DAY WE WENT TO VENTNOR 

 

After a great weekend on the Isle of Wight for the 
Junior Titles it looked like many of the competitors 
were destined to stay on the island for an extra night 
as its ferry systems went into meltdown. However 
Shirley Hiscock and Kevin Gifford quickly came to 
the rescue of the Kent and West Midlands contingents 
booking them on the next available ferry out of 
Yarmouth and escorting them to ensure that they got 
on safely. They ensured that the Isle of Wight lived up 
to its reputation as the “friendly isle”. Thanks guys! 
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NATIONAL LEAGUE 
 
The 2006 National League has now come to a 
conclusion with the Plough & Chequers (Kent) 
confirming their place as the top club in the Country. 
 
They have now taken the National League title six 
times in its 8 year history (previously winning in 
1999, 2001, 2002, 2003 and 2004). 
 
Despite a 5-2 away win over the eventual winners in 
the third round the 2005 champions, Victorians, could 
only manage third place. 
 
Final Tables: 
Pos Club Games 

Won 
Pts 
For 

Pts 
Agg 

Pts 
Diff 

1. Plough and Chequers  29 483 270 213 

2. Prince of Wales  24 413 341 72 

3. Victorians 23 347 331 16 

4. Bargemans Rest  22 387 369 18 

5. Ventmor RFC PC  21 320 402 -82 

6. Half Crown  15 373 481 -108 

7. Tovil Tornadoes  13 336 465 -129 

 

It is envisaged that the top six clubs will now go on to 
represent the EPA in March against the top clubs from 
Scotland and Wales to determine Britain’s 
representative for the European Club Cup in 2007 
(subject to BPF acceptance of the EPA proposal).  
 

CHAMPION OF 
CHAMPIONS 

 
This year’s Champion of Champion events were 
combined into a single weekend at Ventnor on the Isle 
of Wight. On Saturday 7th October 15 of the 28 
eligible teams competed in the Champion of 
Champions Doubles event (formerly the Founders 
Cup).  The final was a somewhat one-sided affair that 
the Chiltern pairing of Matt Eversden & Miles Gooda 
won 13-0 against the “home” pairing of Merv Ringer 
& Rob Binnie. Losing semi-finalists were Michael 
Tull & Matthew Slater (Southern) and Joe Sheffield 
& Stone Williams (East Midlands). 
 
Thirteen teams registered for the Triples event on the 
following day. After a full days play the final again 
ended in favour of Chiltern as Matt Eversden, Phil 
Winston & Jonathan Sewell beat the London team of 
Mark Barlow, Merle Sullivan & Benoit Brousson 13-
4 to take the title. Losing semi-finalists were Isle of 
Wight (Merv & Jill Ringer, Alan Wright & Shirley 
Hiscock) and West Midlands (Kath Brooks, Clare 
Brooks and Chris Rand). 
 
Only Dean Seville (East Midlands) prevented Chiltern 
from taking a clean sweep of the titles as he retained 
his English Shooting title, beating Chiltern’s Matt 
Eversden 26-21 in the final. Andrew Rees (East Mids) 
and Rob Binnie (IoW) were the losing semi-finalists. 
 

RESULTS 
 

Champion of Champions Doubles  
Winners: Chiltern  Runners Up: Isle of Wight  
 

Champion of Champions Triples  
Winners: Chiltern  Runners Up: London  
 

National Shooting Event 
Winner:  East Midlands Runner-up: Chiltern 
 

  
Pictured above EPA President Mike Pegg (centre) with the 
Champion of Champion Doubles and Triples winners from 
Chiltern (and “yes” there are only four of them as Matt, 
second from right, played in both winning teams). 

 

 
Picture courtesy of: http://p.etanque.tripod.com/chiltern/  

 

         PETANQUE PROMOTIONS Ltd 
                Specialist suppliers of Boules, Manuals and Accessories 

 
UK Distributors for JB Boules 

 

  
 
 

To obtain current prices and details of boules 
equipment, manuals and clothing contact: 

 
Mick Bourton on 024 7646 4034 

Or go on line to: 
www.boulesales.co.uk  

 

Many new items for 2006 
 
Remember any surplus at  
the end of the year is put  
back into the sport. 
 

 

Pétanque Promotions Ltd,  
Coventry Enterprise Centre, Bilton Industrial Estate, Coventry CV3 1JL 
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INTER REGIONALS 
 
Another superb weekend of boule was laid on by the 
EPA, they even managed to arrange for some super 
weather for the third year running. 
  
The general consensus was that this was one of the 
best ever events. A minor hic-cup with some pistes 
double allocated on the Saturday was quickly 
overcome and results from the rounds went up 
promptly, thanks to Tiny Neville’s computerised 
system. 
 
DIVISION 1: 
 
There were no major surprises when Kent (nee South 
East) retained the Inter Regional title for the fifth year 
running. Indeed since the event moved to Brean Sands 
10 years ago they have recorded 8 wins and 2 second 
places. Chiltern were again runners up but this year 
the gap between them and Kent had decreased 
significantly. Northern had their best ever finish, 
improving on last year’s fourth place, as they clung 
onto third spot on points difference ahead of a 
resurgent Eastern, who beat the top 2 teams on the 
Sunday. After 7 years in Division 1 Isle of Wight will 
return to the second division next year along with last 
years division 2 champs London. 
 

DIVISION 1   

  Team  Win  For  Agg  Diff  

1  Kent  68  1162  905  257  

2  Chiltern  64  1162  950  212  

3  Northern  58  1143  1068  75  

4  Eastern  58  1097  1043  54  

5  Southern  56  1033  1074  -41  

6  West Midlands 47  1000  1112  -112  

7  Isle of Wight  41  935  1133  -198  

8  London  40  922  1169  -247  

 
DIVISION 2: 
 
The much fancied East Midlands team, spurred into 
action by their shock relegation last year, took the 
division 2 title, but only by the narrowest of margins. 
In an exciting climax the Welsh Pétanque Association 
went into the final round against East Midlands one 
game ahead of their rivals. However East Midlands 
held their nerve to win two crucial games 13-12 which 
gave them a 5-4 win and the division 2 title on points 
difference. 
  
In their own indomitable style Kernow continue to be 
the “strongest” squad as they took their traditional 
place at the foot of the table holding the rest up, 
although they would like to point out that their squad 
is selected from fewer than 35 active players. 

DIVISION 2  

 Team  Win  For  Agg  Diff  

1  East Midlands  70  1176  902  274  

2  Wales  70  1174  937  237  

3  Anglia  59  1091  1000  91  

4  Combined  57  1087  1084  3  

5  Thames Valley  52  1014  1082  -68  

6  Devon  47  1008  1102  -94  

7  Great Western  44  993  1084  -91  

8  Kernow  33  854  1206  -352  

 
DIVISION 1 JUNIORS: 
 
In a very tightly contested, and extremely skilful, 
junior competition anyone of five teams were in the 
running for the title with all the contenders taking 
games off each other on the final day. West Midlands 
just lost out to Southern in their final game to deny 
them the runners up spot while Kent gained revenge 
over Northern in their final game. However it wasn’t 
enough to deny Northern who stopped Kent retaining 
the title on points difference.  
 

DIVISION 1 JUNIORS  

  Team Win  For  Agg  Diff  

1  Northern  9  141  88  53  

2  Kent  9  147  116  31  

3  West Midlands  8  144  101  43  

4  Southern  8  134  124  10  

5  Chiltern  7  118  96  22  

6  Eastern  3  98  138  -40  

7  London  3  93  144  -51  

8  Isle of Wight  1  86  154  -68  

 
DIVISION 2 JUNIORS: 
 
Wales were clear winners to take the Division 2 junior 
title for a third time. Meanwhile Thames Valley held 
their nerve to win their final game against contenders 
Devon to secure the runners up spot. 
 

DIVISION 2 JUNIORS  

  Team Win  For  Agg  Diff  

1  Wales  10  137  83  54  

2  Thames Valley  8  132  101  31  

3  East Midlands  7  118  108  10  

4  Devon  6  124  105  19  

5  Combined  6  110  119  -9  

6  Anglia  5  118  109  9  

7  Kernow  5  101  136  -35  

8  Great Western  1  69  148  -79  
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CHALLENGE: 
 

Eleven “Regions” entered squads into the Pontins 
Challenge. Like the main event Kent appear to have a 
strangle hold in this competition as well. This was 
their third win in a row and the fourth time in the 
competitions five year history that they have taken the 
title. Southern Counties emerged as runners up by one 
game ahead of Chiltern and East Midlands. 
 

CHALLENGE  

  Team  Win  For  Agg  Diff  

1  Kent  29  454  347  107  

2  Southern  24  421  378  43  

3  Chiltern  23  440  383  57  

4  East Midlands  23  421  396  25  

5  West Midlands  21  393  374  19  

6  Eastern  19  386  379  7  

7  Northern  18  397  420  -23  

8  Isle of Wight  18  395  424  -29  

9  Thames Valley  17  400  413  -13  

10  Wales  15  343  447  -104  

11  Great Western  13  343  432  -89  

    

WHAT THEY SAYWHAT THEY SAYWHAT THEY SAYWHAT THEY SAY 
 
 “Just read the umpires report for the divisional championships. 
What a great job you did, everybody knows about team kit. As for 
the double booking of terrains, what the hell we all got to play 
pretty quickly, & I don't recall much lane advantage anywhere. 
Great weekend, we are already planning our qualification for next 
year”.                                     Ray Austen (SCPA or was it Devon)  
 
“Well done for a very successful weekend. I must also compliment 
you for having put in place a very good team of umpires. They 
looked very smart and always professional.”  

Herve Bavazzano (Eastern Counties)  
 
“We at Chiltern have had our disagreements with the EPA over 
many things but this weekend was not one of them! There were 
obvious small problems but we would like it on record that we all 
thoroughly enjoyed the playing, atmosphere, organization and 
weather. Please pass on our thanks to all those behind the scenes 
who worked so hard to make the weekend a success”.  

Alan Brockett (Chiltern Region Secretary) 
 
“A big ‘thank you’ from the East Midlands Region for all the hard 
work you and your team put in to make the weekend such a 
success”.                                Eileen Riddington (EMPA Secretary) 
 
“Thanks Mike and congratulations on a well run competition. I 
have had nothing but complimentary comments from my region.” 

 Dave Piggin (Thames Valley President)  
 
“Congratulations and a big thank-you for your organisation of 
the week. Although the Isle of Wight did not do so well this year 
and someone has to hold up the rest of the pile - we did, as usual, 
enjoy ourselves and from our (the player's) point of view 
everything seemed to go smoothly. Many thanks.” 

Merv Ringer (Isle of Wight Region) 
 

“Our thanks go to the EPA and the management of Pontins for a 
very well organised and successful weekend which was thoroughly 
enjoyed by everyone there.”  

Welsh Pétanque Association 

The InterThe InterThe InterThe Inter----Regionals Regionals Regionals Regionals     
A potted historyA potted historyA potted historyA potted history    

 

The first recorded “Inter Regional” took place 
between the Southern and South East Regions at 
Sam’s Hotel, Shedfield in 1981. Southern won that 
first event 18 games to 14. Later that year the return 
was held at the Wheatsheaf Chatham when the South 
East gained revenge 19-13. This twice annual event 
then continued for several years along with other 
‘head-to-head’ matches including Eastern Region. 
 
The first full Inter-Regional Championships took 
place at Poole in 1984. The event was contested by 
Eastern, East Midlands, Southern and South East with 
the South East winning by one game ahead of Eastern. 
 
The following year the Isle of Wight entered with 
Chiltern becoming the sixth region a year later. In 
1992 the annual event moved to the Isle of Wight. 
 
In 1993 a separate junior event was held alongside the 
main competition. In 1995 the competition was split 
into 2 divisions with the bottom 4 regions from 1994 
(London, West Mid’s, Great Western and Cornwall) 
joining the thirteenth region, Devon, in division 2. 
  
In 1997 the event settled at it’s current home at Brean 
Sands. Another change saw the junior results counting 
towards the main squad totals for the first time. 2002 
saw the latest innovation with Pontins sponsoring a 
Challenge event.   
 
Inter Regional Champions: 
Yr Div 1 Div 1 

Juniors 
Div 2 Div 2 

Juniors 
Challenge 

84 South East Not held Not held Not held Not held 
85 South East Not held Not held Not held Not held 
86 Eastern Not held Not held Not held Not held 
87 South East Not held Not held Not held Not held 
88 Chiltern Not held Not held Not held Not held 
89 Eastern Not held Not held Not held Not held 
90 South East Not held Not held Not held Not held 
91 Anglia Not held Not held Not held Not held 
92 Eastern Not held Not held Not held Not held 
93 South East South East Not held Not held Not held 
94 Southern Chiltern Not held Not held Not held 
95 Eastern Eastern London ? Not held 
96 East 

Midlands 
Isle of 
Wight 

Wales ? Not held 

97 South East Southern West 
Midlands 

West 
Midlands 

Not held 

98 East 
Midlands 

South East Chiltern Cornwall Not held 

99 South East South East Isle of 
Wight 

West 
Midlands 

Not held 

00 South East South East Wales Wales Not held 
01 East 

Midlands 
South East Anglia Combined 

(South 
East) 

Not held 

02 South East Isle of 
Wight 

Northern Wales South East 

03 South East Isle of 
Wight 

West 
Midlands 

Thames 
Valley 

Eastern 

04 South East South East Northern Northern South East 
05 Kent Kent London Devon 

(Southern) 
Kent 

06 Kent Northern East 
Midlands 

Wales Kent 
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WEST MIDLANDS  

BUCK THE TREND 
 

The only real surprise of the Inter Regional weekend 
was when West Midlands avoided relegation, thus 
breaking a 12 year trend that has seen them relegated 
6 times and promoted 6 times in the past 12 years.  
 
By a strange quirk of fate Wales have done almost the 
exact opposite over the same period so the two squads 
will face each other in division 1 next year for the first 
time in many a year. 
 

CHAMPIONS 
 

    
    
    
    
    

Pictured Above – The winning squads  
Top to bottom: Kent (Div 1), East Midlands (Div 2)  

and Kent (Challenge). 
 

Opposite – From top to bottom. 
Anglia, Chiltern, Eastern, Northern, London,  

Thames Valley and Wales  
 

With thanks to the corresponding web masters, Mike Pegg  
and John Thatcher for the use of the photo’s in this edition. 
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ROUND THE REGIONS 
 
Our usual round-up of news snippets from around 
some of the EPA Regions: 
 

Just 4 players competed in 
the Regional Singles and 
Shooting Championships. 

Each player played each other twice in the singles 
event. With all players winning three games Peter 
Astle took the title on points difference from the other 
3. Jerome Morais won the shooting championships 
with a total of 18 points. The Anglia Pairs 
championship was also settled on points difference 
with Dave Abery and Jose Garrido winning out over 
the previous holders Bill Eve and Simon Fletcher. 
Sources: On the Piste, www.angliapetanque.webeden.co.uk 

 

Chiltern Region – Sixteen teams entered the 
adult/junior doubles at the Engine on 1st October. 
Sarah Huntley and Miles Gooda won the 13+ group 
while the final of the Under 13’s was an all West 
Mids affair between Paul & Morgan Critchley playing 
Chris & Kirsty Lickorish. With the score at 2-2 the 
lightening started so a diplomatic draw was arrived at. 
Chiltern took back the 3 Way Inter Regional title from 
East Midlands on 29th October. (See page 13 for more 
details). 

Source: www.p.etanque.tripod.com/Chiltern    
 

Devon Region – The loss of two established clubs, 
Dartmouth and Watts Blake & Bearne, has meant a 
significant reduction in membership for Devon. 
However it was nice to see ex British Ladies 
champions and International player Claire White (nee 
Scott) picking up her boule again after a 13 year 
absence and playing for Devon at the Inter Regionals. 
 
Eastern Counties Region – 
Vanessa Webb and Chris Allen won the 
ECR Doubles title when the event was 
held at Rayne on 27th August. They 
beat the pairing of Keith Flack & Dean Little in the 
final. At the ECR Singles on 15th October Keith 
Flack retained his title with an impressive 
performance. ECR players enjoyed success at the 
finals of the Sisca Cassis Boules Challenge. Simon 
Bird was in the team that won the over 40 event, 
beating Chris Allen & Pat Dennis’ team in the final 
while Sofiane Lachani’s team won the under 40 
competition. (See page x for a report and photo’s) 

 Source: www.ecrpetanque.co.uk  
 
East Midlands P.A. –The Regional Singles title 
was won by Andy Rees aka “Spanner” (he who 
doesn't do pointing) who surprised himself and 
everyone else when he reached the final to play last 
year’s winner, Dean Seville.  

  Source: http://beehive.thisisleicestershire.co.uk 

Great Western Region – A late surge in 
membership saw Great Western surpass last year’s 
total as the August rush came in with the clamour to 
obtain membership for the Inter Regional 
Championships.  
 
Isle of Wight Region  – The Isle of Wight’s 
first Tri-Island event over the weekend of 8-9 July 
was a great success with teams from the islands of 
Guernsey and Jersey competing against local players 
along with invited teams from the “mainland”. By the 
end of the weekend honours were pretty much even 
with teams from all three islands and the mainland all 
winning the various competitions.   

Source: Jill Ringer  
 

Kent P.A.  – Kent won their annual 
match against the Nord Maritime 
Region of France by 36 games to 24 
thus maintaining their run of home 

victories in this event.  Promotions Officer, Colin 
Senneck, has circulated promotional material to 600 
schools in an effort to promote pétanque awareness 
among young people. Matt Horrigan, Bruno Bove and 
Dave Chalkly won the County Triples title while 
Joyce & Mick Nash won the County Mixed Doubles. 

Info: Kent Gazette and www.kentpetanque.org  
 

Kernow P.A.  – The Cornwall 
Open Singles competition was held at 
the Star Inn, St Day, on 1st October. 
More than 30 players turned out, 
including a number of new faces. Winner was David 
Lynas, who beat last year's champion, Jimmy Cran, in 
the final. 

Source: www.cornwallpetanque.co.nr  
 
London P.A.  – Nick Goodheart 
rounded off a very successful year. As 
well as qualifying as part of GB1 for 
the North Sea and World 

Championships he was also crowned London Region 
Champion having won both the Regional Doubles and 
Triples events. 

(See also next page) 
Source:www.harrowpetanque.fsnet.co.uk/petanque_london.htm  
 
Northern Region – The ColliersCRE Cup is fast 
becoming one of the premier competitions in the north 
of the country. Held in Leeds City Centre this year’s 
event attracted 62 teams for the lunch-time league and 
knockout matches that were held between May and 
August. Leeds Pétanque Club is one of the largest 
clubs in the North of England and it is hoped that they 
will affiliate with the EPA in 2007. Steve 
Meadowcroft took the Northern Regional Singles title 
on 24th September from a field of 24 competitors 
beating Clare Baxter in the final.  (See also next page) 

Sources: www.northernpetanque.co.uk & Alan Swift  
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ROUND THE REGIONS Continued 
 

Southern Counties P.A.  –
Burridge hosted the annual Adult/Junior 
competition which saw 14 teams 
competing. It was a very good day for 

Southampton City who provided all the finalists in the 
main & consolage competitions. 36 players competed 
for the SCPA Singles title at Bordon on 1st October. 
In the final Richard Patterson (Adur) fought off a late 
comeback from Frank Charlesworth (Oxshott) to take 
the title. Fresh from their win in the Worthing Junior 
Open Doubles Kath Knight and Dave Stubbs went on 
to win the SCPA Regional Doubles title when the 
event was held at the Limes on 22nd October. 

Source: www.southerncountiespetanque.org.uk  
 

Thames Valley P.A.   – 
Thames Valley now have their 
own dedicated web site (see link 
below). Strangely it’s hosted by 
Alan Creegan who is now a Kent 
member following his move there. Mark Blackall and 
Paul Webb won the Regional Pairs title beating Ron 
Girdler and Dave Winkworth in the final. Mark 
Blackall and Paul Webb then teamed up with Dave 
Winkworth to win the Regional Triples title. Once 
again Ron Girdler had to settle for the runners up spot 
along with Laura Blackall and Dean Webb.  

http://homepage.ntlworld.com/alan.cregeen/TVP/index.html   

 

West Midlands Region – Damien Portefaix of 
Solihull P.C. completed the double by winning the 
Regional Singles and Shooting titles, thus repeating 
Jerome Rousseau’s feat from 2005. Both events were 
held at Solihull on 6th August. 

Source: www.westmidlandspetanque.co.uk  
 

Non Regional – The 20th Inter Insular between 
squads from Jersey and Guernsey took place at the 
Guernsey Pétanque Centre in St Andrew’s on 
Saturday 22 July. Going into the final round all square 
Jersey managed to take the vital games to run out 
winners 26 games to 22, thus ending Guernsey’s run 
of victories which lasted five years. 

Source: www.petanque.org.je  
 

IN DEPTH 
We continue with news from the individual 

Associations/Regions but in a little more detail:  
 

PROMOTING YOUTH 
 
Two Kent clubs, Lordswood and Hartley, have 
organised successful come and try days at Chatham 
Boys Grammar School, Chatham Air Scouts and 
Barton Court Grammar School in Canterbury. 

 GOING FOR THE  GOING FOR THE  GOING FOR THE  GOING FOR THE 
RECORDRECORDRECORDRECORD    

 
One of the EPA’s newest clubs, the Old Brixtonian 
Pétanque Society (OBPS), are going to commemorate 
their club's official creation with a stab at the 
Guinness World Record for the longest continuous 
match (over 40 hours!). You can check on their 
progress at the web site below. 
 
Although still a fledgling club they already have some 
impressive International credentials to their name. At 
the World Corporate Games in Zagreb in October 
2005 OBPS took Gold and Bronze in the Doubles and 
Silver and Bronze in the Triples. This made the club's 
standing in the medal table above the likes of Coca-
Cola (the Games sponsor), Siemens and Deloitte. 

Source: www.obps.co.uk  
 

CLEAN SWEEP 
FOR MATT 

 
Matthew Eversden completed 
a clean sweep of Chiltern 
Regional titles this year having 
recently taken the Regional 
Singles and Shooting titles to 
add to the Regional Doubles 
and Triples titles he won 
earlier in the season. This is a 
great achievement, particularly 
from such a strong Region, so 
well done Matt! 
 
News and photo courtesy of 
www.p.etanque.tripod.com/Chiltern  
 

NORTHERN NORTHERN NORTHERN NORTHERN     

INTRAINTRAINTRAINTRA----REGIONALREGIONALREGIONALREGIONAL    
 
Northern Region held its annual “Intra-Regional” 
event when 8 teams representing North & East 
Yorkshire took on their counterparts from the North-
West and South & West Yorkshire. 
 
The result was a resounding victory for the North-
West and South & West Yorkshire squad by 29 games 
to 19. 
 
Top team were the juniors Jack Barrington, Richard 
Marston and Ben Pattison with 6 wins. 
 

Results courtesy of www.northernpetanque.co.uk  
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ON YER BIKE 
 
The 2007 Tour De France is due to 
start in London and the course will 

follow a route through Kent. The Tour will attract a 
great deal of publicity and media coverage and is 
therefore an opportunity to promote and publicise the 
playing of pétanque. The Kent Pétanque Association 
has appointed a sub committee to co-ordinate any 
pétanque publicity events to take place on or around 
the proposed route. 
 

INTER COUNTY MATCH 
 
Eight teams each from the counties of Leicestershire 
and Warwickshire competed against each over six 
rounds at the Half Crown PC. The final result was a 
resounding win for Leicestershire by 31 games to 17. 
Leicester 1 were top team on a maximum 6 wins just 
edging out Leicester 6 on points difference. 

Source:  http://westmidlandspetanque.co.uk  
 

GUERNSEY GUERNSEY GUERNSEY GUERNSEY 

OPENOPENOPENOPEN    
 

Merv Ringer and Alan Wright from 
the Isle of Wight won the Guernsey Open Doubles on 
16th September beating defending champions Diz and 
Phil Murray from Kent in the final. However Diz and 
Phil, playing with local player Mick Peet, went on to 
win the Triples the following day, beating a local side 
in the final, to maintain their amazing record in the 
Channel Island tournaments. 
 

PROMOTING PÉTANQUE 
  
Members from the Southern Counties Pétanque 
Association promoted the sport at the Royal Victoria 
Country Park Hobbies Festival on 19th and 20th 
August.  
 
Meanwhile members from the Northern Pétanque 
Region held a ‘Come & Try Day’ at the City’s newest 
terrain at York Railway Institute Sports Club as part 
of the nine-day York 50+ Festival. To publicise the 
event the Region also took a stand, ’manned’ by Chris 
Best and Don Jackson, at an Information Fair held 
prior to the Festival in York’s ancient Guildhall.  
 
A lot of interest was generated in the game and the 
stand attracted 56 visitors who were provided with 
contact details for the ten clubs in the York area. 
Twenty six newcomers came and tried on the day and 
each was given a crash course by John Stockton and 
Ted Beetham. Following this basic tuition all the new 
players joined with more experienced players in a 
melee being held on adjacent pistes. 

PETANQUE 
PEOPLE 

 

READY MADE TRIPLE TEAM 
 
Former South East and BPA Youth Development 
Office Dave Lavelle is certainly doing his bit for the 
junior game. He recently found out that wife Lisa was 
expecting Triplets! That’s one way to get a team 
Dave. 

 

Mai-Britt Pinker  
 
Sadly, on 14 October 
2006, Mai-Britt Pinker 
(Shedfield PC) passed 
away peacefully in her 
90th year. Pétanque has 
lost another one of its 
characters, as those 
who knew and played 
with her, and more 
importantly against 
her, will remember 
well. 
 
There can be very few pétanque players who will 
have a method of play named after them. Mai-Britt 
had the ability to play a shot that was off line but 
would hit every ball on the ground and then pick up 
the cochonnet and drag it back to a point where it was 
virtually impossible to do anything about it; you had 
been well and truly Pinkered!  
 
Mai-Britt was a great promoter of our game and was 
never averse to dragging people onto the terrain who 
had just dropped into Sam's at Shedfield for a quiet 
pint, or so they thought. She started playing for P&O 
Normandy Ferries and then moved onto The Fountain 
Inn, then Botleigh Grange and finally to Sam's at 
Shedfield. 
 
She remained feisty to the end; if you didn't do it as 
you were told she let you know in no uncertain 
manner, and she always remained adamant that she 
was going to play again, so I hope that where she 
spends her afterlife they have a terrain 'cos if they 
don't they soon will have.  
 
Mai-Britt will be sadly missed by many, including 
Trish and myself. 
 

Tiny Neville (Southern Counties) 
 
(For a full transcript of Tiny’s tribute please see the Southern 
Counties web pages www.southerncountiespetanque.org.uk).  
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PÉTANQUE 
WORLD  

 

EUROPEAN CLUB CUP 
 

First and second round results are now in for the 
European Club Cup (see below). Sadly, for the first 
time in the history of the competition, there are no 
British representatives. However it is hoped that this 
will be rectified for the 2007 event as the EPA have 
put forward a proposal to the BPF for the running of a 
British Qualifier. 
 
Round 1 Results: 
SK Varan Karlovy Vary (CZ) v Joli-Bois Brussels (BEL)    0-7 
Nykøbing Falster (DK) v La Pétanque de Clarens (CH)     4-3 
Pro Pétanque Vienna (A) v ASD Bocciofila Casellese (I)  0-7 
Les Cailloux, Zeist (NL) v Star Masters Barbizon (F)        1-6 
Club Bouliste Monegasque (MON) v D.U.C. de Nice (F)   0-4 
Düsseldorf sur place (D) v BK Strand Hjo (SWE)              1-4 
SD Partizan Dolsko, Hribovci (SLO) v SK Optima (EST)  4-3 
CdC Helsinki (FIN) v USBP Dudelange (LUX)                  4-3 
 
Round 2 Results: 
BK Strand Hjo (SWE) v Joli-Bois Brussels (BEL)              1-6 
A.S.D. Bocciofila Casellese (I) v D.U.C. de Nice (F)          0-5 
Nykøbing Falster (DK) v SD Partizan Dolsko (SLO)          3-4 
Star Masters Barbizon (F) v CdC Helsinki (FIN)                5-0 
 
The finals will be held in Lons-le saunier (France) on 
16-17th of December. 
 

Results courtesy of www.cep-petanque.com 
 

FINS ON TOP 
 
Finland came out on top of the medal table at the 24th 
Nordic Championships. The event between the four 
Nordic Nations: Denmark, Finland, Norway and 
Sweden, was held at Ronneby in Sweden over the 
weekend of 5th-6th August. The results in the four 
categories were as follows: 
 
Event  Gold      Silver             Bronze    
Open   Sweden      Finland           Denmark 
Ladies  Sweden      Finland           Denmark 
Juniors  Finland      Denmark     Sweden 
Veterans  Finland      Denmark     Norway 
  

ON THE UP 
 

Judging by the rate the game is spreading around the 
Globe the IOC may well have to consider its inclusion 
in the 2016 games (see opposite). 

Belarus became the 10th new nation to affiliate with 
the FIPJP in the last two years. This takes the number 
of affiliated nations to 70. 

QUINTAIS COMPLETES 
HIS DREAM 

 

Multiple World Champion Philippe Quintais finally 
completed his reputed dream – to win the French 
National Triples title. He achieved this feat with team 
mates Philippe Suchaud and Henri Lacrroix when 
they won the 61st Championships of France at 
Limoges on 21st June. 
 
Despite his 12 Senior World Championship and 
World Shooting titles the French Triples title had 
always eluded Quintais. 
 
He now joins a very elite circle of players who have 
acquired all three French National titles (triples, 
doubles and singles), having been Singles champion 
in 1988 & 2001 and Doubles champion in 1999 (as 
well as Mixed Doubles champion in 1993 & 1994). 
 

 
Pictured above - The 2006 French National Champions 

Picture courtesy of www.petanque.fr   
 

NO PETANQUE AT THE 2012 GAMES 
 

The International Olympic Committee (IOC) have 
confirmed that they no longer have demonstration 
sports at the Olympic Games so pétanque will 
definitely NOT feature at the London games in 2012. 
 
The sport of Pétanque has been analysed during the 
process for the 2012 Olympic Games, and it was not 
considered as developed enough worldwide to be 
considered as a potential future Olympic sport 
(although I believe they are considering 
skateboarding!). Nevertheless, this might change in 
the future as the Federation and the sport are 
developing at a phenomenal rate. 
 
The analysis of sports start nine years prior to the 
Games. The next process is to start in 2007 for the 
2016 Olympic Games. 
 

For full transcript see: 
www.britishpetanque.org/Olympics.htm  
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 DEAN ON TOP  
IN EUROPE 

 
Young East Midlands star, Dean Seville, was on top 
of Europe at the European Junior Championships. 
After the first round of the shooting competition he 
was ranked No.1 of the 21 competitors with a score of 
34 points.  
 
After qualifying Dean was advised that the next round 
would take place on the Sunday. However when 
returning to the venue for dinner he was then told the 
shooting would start at 8:30pm with Dean being due 
on at 9:30pm. At 8:25pm while still eating his dinner 
Dean was called to play his Quarter final against the 
Israeli shooter. Because of the rush he was probably 
not as focused as the first round and was unlucky on a 
couple of his shots which were the difference between 
reaching the Semi finals. Unfortunately he lost to 21-
26. 
 
Surprisingly the French elected not to put the Junior 
Shooting World Champion and World Record holder, 
Kevin Malbec, into the event but instead gave fellow 
World Champion Dylan Rocher the honour. 
However, this didn’t make any difference as Dylan 
cruised through to the final breaking the European 
junior shooting record twice in the process, before 
defeating the Belgian shooter to take the European 
title. 
 
Dean finished a creditable =5th in the rankings. 
However he can take consolation in the fact that only 
the French and Belgian shooters went on to better his 
first round score. 
 

ASIAN PETANQUE 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 

 
Some 180 players from 14 Countries and Territories 
competed in the 10th Asian Pétanque Championships 
held between 26-30 October in Hanoi City, Vietnam. 
 
The players competed in seven events:  men's and 
women's doubles, men's and women's triples, mixed 
doubles, and the men's and women's shooting 
categories. 
 
Thailand and Cambodia grabbed the top two places at 
the Championship. Thailand won five golds and 
Cambodia one gold, three silvers, and three bronzes. 
Hosts Vietnam finished third with a gold and two 
bronzes. 

Source: www.thanhniennews.com  

FRANCE RETAIN  
EUROPEAN JUNIOR TITLES 

 

In the main event of the European Junior 
Championships Britain were not blessed with a good 
draw. In a first round group of five the squad of Dean 
Seville, Clare Brooks, Jennifer Cooter and Robert 
Cooter faced the World silver medallists, Spain, 
World bronze medallists, Estonia, and World quarter 
finalists, Holland, along with Slovenia. 
 

Britain were equally matched against Estonia in their 
first match but this was not reflected in the score of 2-
13 after an appalling run of bad luck when every 
mistake the Estonians made turned into their good 
fortune. A loss against a strong Dutch side was 
followed by a win against Slovenia and the inevitable 
loss against the Spanish.  
 

Britain finished level on wins with Estonia and 
Slovenia but failed to go through to the main 
competition on points difference. 
 

 
Pictured above GB juniors (front) prior to their game with the 
World (and now European) silver medallists Spain. 

Picture courtesy of Dave Lavelle 
 

Into the Coupe de Nations and once more the luck of 
the draw was against them as they were drawn in a 
“barrage group” with just one other team, Germany, 
who also happened to be another top 8 finisher from 
the World’s and the strongest team in the event at this 
stage. A close fought game ended with an 8-13 defeat 
to end Britain’s participation in the event. 
 

World champions France went on to win the 
European title beating Spain in the final. Another of 
Britain’s earlier opponents, Holland, won the coup de 
Nations. 

Info from Dave Lavelle and Kath Knight 
 

3 WAY CHAMPIONS 
 

In the 3-Way Inter Regional held at Whittlesey on 
29th October Chiltern won convincingly to regain the 
challenge shield from East Midlands, who came 
second and Anglia were third (again!) but with an 
improved performance this year. I think the final 
scores were Chiltern 21 wins, East Midlands 13 & 
Anglia 11. 

Peter Astle (Anglia) 
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Pétanque World Championships 
Grenoble 2006 

 
GB LADIES FULFIL EXPECTATION 
 
We arrived with high expectation for GB Ladies and 
they truly delivered - a place in the Quarter Finals and 
a semi-final for Nessy in the Shooting.  
 
In the first round pools GB ladies (Vanessa Webb, 
Kath Lewis, Angie Jamieson & Diz Murray) had a 
difficult group with two must win games against 
Hungary and Seychelles which they duly delivered 
and three difficult games Madagascar, France2 and 
Spain which were all lost but they were through in 4th 
place behind the 3 teams that had beaten them.   
 
In the last 32 pools their first game was lost to a 
Sweden team that had looked impressive in the 1st 
round and who went on to a place in the SF. They 
then came through a hard game against Germany by 
13-8 and then showed great nerve to beat Finland in 
the barrage game by 13-11.  
 
In the last 16 they were drawn against Belgium who 
had looked very impressive so far, dropping only one 
game en route.  Our under-dog status was confirmed 
as the match got underway and Belgium edged out to 
a 7-0 lead but it took 5 ends and they looked nervy. 
GB then took a point after a missed shot by Belgium. 
In the next end GB scored 5 and now with the 
initiative they went on to clinch the match 13-7. 
 
After such a good result the Quarter Final game was 
always going to be difficult for GB and more so when 
the draw was France 1, another team that had only 
dropped one match so far.  However, it was France 
that started tentatively, particularly their shooting. 
However, their defensive pointing was good and GB 
could only muster one point each end for a 2-0 lead. 
France then knuckled down, stopped shooting and 
with some excellent pointing built up a 9-2 lead over 
the next 3 ends. They then returned to accurate 
shooting and finished the match in two more ends at 
13-2 to bring the GB run to an end and a final 
classification of 5th=, absolutely fantastic. 
 
France 1 lost out to Tunisia in the next round and they 
in turn lost 7-15 in the final to the Thai quartet of 
Noknoi Youngcham, Boonyoum Kamsawang, 
Phantipha Wongchuvej and Thongsi Thamakord who 
retained their World title. Sweden were the other 
losing semi-finalists.  
 
My thanks to David Baxter for supplying the above report. 
For a full transcript of David’s report visit: 

www.englishpetanque.org.uk 
 

VANESSA ON TOP OF THE WORLD 
 
Vanessa Webb was on top of the World standings 
after her first round of the Ladies Shooting finishing 
top of the 43 competitors with a score of 36 points. 
 
Nessy went on to beat the Singapore shooter in the 
quarter finals before losing out to the French shooter, 
Angelique Papon, in the semi-final. Angelique set a 
Ladies World record score of 61 in that match (just 
one short of the Senior and Junior World records set 
by France’s Philippe Quintais and Kevin Malbec 
respectively). Angelique went on to win the final 
against the previous World Champion, Thongsi 
Thamakord, from Thailand.  
  
SENIOR WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP REVIEW 
 
In the senior event Britain’s men (Nick Goodyear, 
Bob Morton and Sean Newton) only managed one 
win, against Cameroon, in their 6 group matches to 
finish bottom of their group. They then won through 
the preliminary round in the Coupe de Nations with a 
win against Norway but were then eliminated in the 
first barrage round after two fannies against Portugal 
and Mauritius. 
 
The final of the main event was between France 1 
(Michel Loy, Didier Chagneau, Pascal Milei and 
Sylvain Dubreuil) and Tunisia. Both teams had shown 
good form right through the competition. France 1 
dropping 2 games, against Benin and Algeria while 
Tunisia had lost only once to Mali. Tunisia started 
well going 3-0 up in two ends but the superior French 
pointing in the next two ends saw them to a 5-3 lead 
and such a grip on the game that they went on to win 
15-3 to record a sixth successive World title for 
France. Italy and Thailand took the Bronze medals. 
 
Morocco won the Coupe de Nations while in the 
senior shooting event Phusa-Ad Thaleungklat from 
Thailand retained his World title, but only just. With 
a score in the final of 31-31 each with the 
Argentine Nestor Guevara the match was settled on 
count-back. 

See www.fipjp.com for the full results 
 

The New circles.   
Plastic circles were 
introduced at the World 
Championships for the 
first time to help TV and 
spectators see them. Here 
demonstrated by Colin 
Senneck of the Hartley 
Club. Clearly it is going 

to take a while for some Kent players to get the hang 
of it! 

David Baxter (Kent) 
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NAKED AMBITION 
 

Sporting history was made over the weekend of 23-
24th September when for the first time in its 25 year 
history the International Naturist Federation Pétanque 
competition was won by a British team. Marion 
Halsey and Phil Border represented the UK in the 
competition held at La Petite Brenne Naturist site in 
Central France. 
  
64 teams from across Europe took part over the two 
days including teams from Norway, Switzerland, 
Belgium, Holland, France, Italy and Germany. Phil 
and Marion have qualified for the event five times 
before, and have come 3rd twice.   
  
After the barrage games they cruised through the 
knockout stages with wins of 13-3 in the quarters and 
13-1 in the semi final against a strong Dutch side.   
  
The final was on a piste dedicated to the event so it 
has plenty of room for the 150 or so spectators. Their 
opponents were a German team that they lost to in the 
semi’s the year before. At eight nil down a tactical 
swap saw them come back and win the match 13-8. 
  
For the most part the competition was played in heavy 
rain with several stops for thunder storms. Oh, and in 
case you are wondering Phil and Marion always play 
fully dressed but on this occasion, due to the weather, 
so was everybody else! 
 

 Info from Marion Halsey and Phil Border (Anglia) 
 

THAI’S OFF TO THAI’S OFF TO THAI’S OFF TO THAI’S OFF TO     
A HEAD A HEAD A HEAD A HEAD 
STARTSTARTSTARTSTART 

 
The Thailand Pétanque Association already have a 
web site up and running ready for the 43rd World 
Championships that will be held in Pataya between 
19-23 September 2007.  
 
According to pétanque.org “For those of us that are 
used to French websites, this one looks extremely 
good! You actually risk finding information before 
your PC crashes! This is not something the pétanque 
community is used to. The usual French web-solution 
is to make an insane flash/java based solution in 
French only. That usually crashes your PC before you 
can understand anything. So this is very good 
indeed!”  
 
Check it out for yourself at: 
 

pattaya-petanque2007.com 

WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 
SHORTS 

 
No, we’re not talking about the GB men’s team being 
sent out by the umpire to change out of their shorts at 
the World Championships but some useless facts 
about the competition. 
 
• Honours were shared this year between the 2 

pétanque super-powers with both France and 
Thailand taking two World titles apiece. With 
France also holding both the junior World titles 
they currently hold all 6 World titles between 
them. 

• However Thailand edged out France in the medal 
stakes as they medalled in all four events adding 
Silver and Bronze while France could ‘only’ 
manage another Bronze in the Ladies event.  

• Tunisia were the tournament ‘bridesmaids’ 
finishing second in both the Open and Ladies 
events and also taking a bronze in the Open 
Shooting. 

• It was France’s sixth Senior World 
Championship in a row, which equals the record 
they set between 1991-96. 

• This was Great Britain’s 32nd appearance in the 
Senior World Championships, while nations such 
as Belarus, China & Turkey were all making their 
debut appearances.  

• Vanessa recorded Britain’s first ever World 
Championship medal to stand us at =20th in the 
all time standings. We were in good company as 
the Netherlands also recorded their first medal, 
standing alongside Vanessa as =3rd on the Ladies 
Shooting podium. 

• The other debutant medallist was Argentina. 
Competing in only their fifth senior World 
Championships they took a silver in the Open 
shooting. 

• Once a leading country in pétanque Italy hadn’t 
picked up a medal in the senior World 
Championship for 21 years. However their duck 
was well and truly broken as they won two 
Bronze medals in the Open and Open Shooting 
events.    

 

WALES ELECT NEW PRESIDENT 
 
The Welsh Pétanque 
Association elected a new 
President at their AGM on 
30th October. Don Jenkins 
took over the role from 

Dan Murphy, a move that effectively ended Dan’s 
presidency of the BPF. Other changes saw Peter 
Westell replace Gay Evans as Treasurer and Roger 
Griffin replace Tansy Mayfield as Secretary. 

Source: www.welshpetanque.co.uk  
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COMING SOON 
TO A PISTE NEAR YOU 

 
Whittlesey Boulodrome 

Open Events 2006/7 
 

Mixed Doubles 
December 10th 
January 21st 

 
Mixed pairs competitions for players of all standards. 
Entry limited to 20 teams, entry fee £17* per team.  
 

* * * * * * * 
 

Indoor Grand Prix Series (Triples) 
Round 1 -Sunday November 5th 
Round 2 - Sunday December 3rd 

Round 3 - Sunday Jan 7th 
Round 4 - Sunday Feb 4th 

Round 5 - Sunday Feb 18th 
Final - Sunday March 4th 

 
The total prize fund is anticipated to be £2,000 
(depending on the number of entries). 
 
Entry limited to 20 teams per event. 
Entry fee £8* per player. 
 

* * * * * * * 
 

Inter Club Competition 
November 26th/27th 
February 25th/26th 

 
Club event for teams of six or more players. 
# Entry fee £20* per player includes Saturday supper 
and Sunday lunch. 
 

* * * * * * * 
 
* All entry fees above include legally required 
temporary club membership of £1.  
 
Entries only accepted by post and accompanied by 
cheque. Please make cheques payable to: WIBPC 
(Pétanque). 
 
Entries to: Peter Ward, 261, Park Road, Peterborough 
PE1 2UT Tel 01733 562043 
 
# Enquiries for Inter Club competition to Angie 
Gaughan (Angie.Gaughan@Alcan.com) 
 

PLEASE NOTE THE BOULODROME NOW 
OPERATES A STRICT NO SMOKING POLICY 

Kent Indoor Classic 2007 
 
Following on from the success of the Kent Indoor 
Classic the Kent Pétanque Association is organising a 
bigger and better event for 2007 at the same venue. 
The event will be held in the Kent County 
Showground, Detling near Maidstone on:  
 

Sunday 11th February 2007 
 
The format is being reviewed and better facilities are 
planned to combat the cold. Invitations are to go out 
to International teams to increase the quality of 
competition. 
 
Registration for triples teams (3 or 4 players) is 
required in advance by 29th January at £6 per player 
with significant prizes on offer. Last year 16 teams 
shared £1,400 in prize money. 
 
 There will be a limit of 80 teams, accepted on a first 
come basis. There will be a multi-competition format 
of Gold, Silver and Bronze Competitions each with a 
Main and Plate section so expect at least 5 games.  
 
Entry forms available at www.kentpetanque.org  

Source: Kent Pétanque Gazette 
 

NOT A LOT OF PEOPLE 
KNOW THAT! 

 

“Nessies” Bronze medal at the Ladies World Shooting 
Championships was a fantastic achievement. However, 
it isn’t Great Britain’s highest achievement in the 
International arena. This happened back in 1989 at the 
World Games in Karlsruhe, Germany. Great Britain was 
represented by the Ladies doubles team of Claire Scott 
(West Midlands) and Barbara Sharratt (Kent). 
 
Claire had qualified by virtue of being the BPA Ladies 
champion the previous year. Unfortunately her partner 
and sister, Nicki, couldn’t make it so Claire teamed up 
with Barbara, who was one of the runners up. 
 
The tournament was run as a round robin. Great Britain 
finished top having won 6 of their 7 games including a 
magnificent 13-3 victory over the Ladies World 
Champions from Thailand. However, the Belgian 
organisers of the pétanque event then decided that a 
“final” would be in order between the top two teams. 
Claire and Barbara then had to pick themselves up to 
play off with the Belgian team who finished in second 
place (was this a coincidence?). Unfortunately after the 
euphoria of thinking they had already won they went on 
to lose the’ final’. However, they still finished with a 
silver medal and a place in the history books as Great 
Britain’s best ever performance in a major International 
event. (Unless you know different of course)? 

 
Thanks to Mike Sharratt for the ‘memory’ 
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The finals of the Sisca Cassis Boules Challenge were 
held in London’s Battersea Park on September 2nd. 
The competition had a real French ambiance with 
play under the tree lined ‘avenue’, a French accordion 
player in attendance and not forgetting the free 
samples of Sisca Cassis.  
 
A “come and try” event run by Pat Watts proved very 
popular with the passing public and the EPA 
Information stand took a number of enquiries from 
potential new members.  
 
Anyway, back to the plot… After the morning leagues 
the teams were divided into the Gold, Silver and 
Bronze competitions dependant on where they 
finished. Cash prizes were awarded for the top 3 
teams in each of the Gold events and the top 2 in the 
other categories and all competitors received a medal. 
 
Winners of the main event in the 40 years and over 
competition were Lee Jamieson, Phil Bradshaw, and 
Simon Bird with Phil Claydon, Jerome Rousseau and 
Sofiane Lachini taking the main honours in the 18-40 
event.  
 
40+ Category 
 
Gold Pool 
Winners: Lee Jamieson, Phil Bradshaw, Simon Bird 
Second: Nic Baxter, Chris Allen, Pat Dennis 
Third: Richard Baker, Chris Wilcox, Rod Fisher 
Silver Pool 
Winners: Bruno Bove, Sylvan Borsi, Dave Chalkley 
Second: Tony Moulding, Pat Summers, Andy Watson 
Bronze Pool 1 
Winners: Andy Lonestaff, Stone Williams, Ian Jones 
Second: Martin Pennell, Jes Paine, Ron James 
Bronze Pool 2 
Winners: Allan Paice, Mike Wright, Trevor Treend 
Second: Pat Papworth, Tricia Harris, Adrian Whiting 
 
18-40 Category 
 
Gold Pool 
Winners: Phil Claydon, Jerome Rousseau, Sofiane Lachini 
Second: Sean Prendergast, Christopher Cook, Terence 
Perkins 
Third: Rowland Jones, Kevin Spillett, Greg Davenport 
Silver Pool 
Winners: Tansy Mayfield, Cyril Royer, Paul Mayfield 
Second: Mathew Blackall, Paul Webb, David Winkworth 
Bronze Pool 
Winners: Benoit Brousson, Daniel Hill, Salim 
Second: Paul Wilson, Richard Martin, Matt Nash 

Pictured below – Winners of the 18-40 Category – left to 
right:  Jerome Rousseau, Phil Claydon, Sofiane Lachini 

 
 

Pictured below – Winners of the 40+ Category – left to 
right:  Phil Bradshaw, Simon Bird and Lee Jamieson 

 
Photo’s courtesy of John Thatcher  

 
WE STILL WANT YOUR NEWS 

PLEASE!PLEASE!PLEASE!PLEASE!    
 
Despite my pleas in previous editions I still receive 
very little input for this newsletter from you, the 
members. Some of the County/Regional Associations 
web sites are a rich source of income, and I am 
extremely grateful to the web masters and 
contributors for the use of the information. However I 
would still like to hear from you about what’s going 
on in your area. 

 

IN THE NEXT 
EDITION 

 
In the next edition of PÉTANQUE QUARTERLY 
we’ll bring you news from the BPF Congress, 
including the playing proposals for 2007. We also 
hope to bring you the playing calendar for 2007 as 
well as all your local news and gossip. 
 

EDITORS NOTE     
 
The views expressed in PÉTANQUE QUARTERLY 
are those of the editor and contributors only. They do 
not, necessarily, reflect the views of the English 
Pétanque Association. 
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Pétanque Quarterly is edited by: Mark Cooter 
Any items for inclusion should be sent to: 

  Post: The Editor, Pétanque Quarterly, 13 Sun Lane, Gravesend, Kent DA12 5HQ 
� Tel : 01474 354310    Fax : 01474 832437    E-mail : m.cooter@btinternet.com    

JUNIOR AWARD SUCCESSES 
By Kath Knight (EPA YDO) 

Several comments have been floating around 
concerning the National Junior Skills Award Scheme 
which is sponsored by Pen-y-Coed Pétanque. Perhaps 
I can help to clarify the situation. In line with most 
other sports, the scheme was set up to celebrate the 
effort and achievement of junior players at all levels. 
The 6 different grades offer an incentive and a 
challenge to those working at their correct level, 
whilst giving the opportunity to progress in familiar 
skills and technique and to try out those skills that 
may otherwise not be attempted. 
 
The grades are worked at for a number of weeks, or 
even months for the higher ones. This can help 
coaches reinforce their ideas of areas for 
improvement - good coaches know their pupils 
strengths and weaknesses, but the scheme can help 
define these. 
 
Each grade passed is rewarded with a medal, 
certificate and a Pen-y-Coed discount voucher. It is 
up to each region or club to organise its own 
presentation. Our local junior club has an annual 
presentation of award scheme medals, club 
singles/doubles etc, other club awards, any regional or 
national trophies etc to which are invited the local 
Mayor, the Regional President, Head-teachers of 
schools involved etc. A big thing is made of it. The 
Awards are also re-presented at the regional 
presentation evening as there is a different audience 
for this. 
 
Junior players of all ages enjoy working for their 
awards. The younger ones especially (8-10 yrs) 
clamour to do award work every week.  
 
There are hot-spots of Award takers in the country. 
The regions must be pro-active in promoting the 
programme. It needs someone on the spot to have the 
interest and enthusiasm for encouraging junior play, 
and the award scheme can help towards this. As I said 
earlier, it is an incentive and a challenge - it is not a 
method of selection and was never meant to be.  
 
To keep up-to-date with what is going on in this area 
look at the EPA website Youth Page (the awards have 
been updated recently), this magazine and reports 
from EPA Management Committee meetings. So, 
hopefully having answered a few queries I would now 
like to celebrate the effort and achievement of the 
following juniors… 
 

WHITE AWARD: Tom Barrow, Naomi Beller, 
Sophie Brinsmead, Harriet Ealden, Marriane Gannon, 
Emma Hunt, Max Lawrence, Sinead Lillywhite-
Doyle, Tom Longstaff, Katherine Olive, Darriyan 
O’Neill, Matthew Roberts, Maxwell Rollinson, Dylan 
Sharkey, Murray Taylor, Aleesha Williams, Sophie 
Williams (plus others from Westgate School, Bury St 
Edmunds). 
 

GREEN AWARD: Bethany Coleman, Sebastian 
Coleman and Tom Longstaff. 
 

GREEN PLUS AWARD: Dean Seville   
 

 
Pictured above – Some of the junior award winners being 
presented with their medals by Councillor Nick John, the 

Mayor of Worthing 
 

THE INTÉGRALE 
SCHOOLS‛ CUP 2006 
Sponsored by Pen-y-Coed Pétanque 

 

Although open to all schools affiliated to the EPA, 
once again the only teams to enter were from the 
Southern Counties. The competition was therefore 
held at Worthing PC. 
 
After several days of heavy rain the day of the 
competition was warm and sunny. Four teams entered 
the secondary section and 4 teams entered the primary 
section. Five schools were represented: Worthing 
College, St Andrew‛s CE High School for Boys, 
Davison CE High School for Girls, West Park Middle 
School and Elm Grove First School. Many parents 
stayed to watch and encourage, and several showed 
an interest in playing themselves. 
 
Winners in the Primary Section were Elm Grove while 
Worthing College won the Secondary section.  
 


